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SUBJECT: MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT TO PRIME MINISTER VORSTER 

1 . PLEASE PASS THE POLLOWING MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT 
CARTER TO PRIME MINISTER VORSTER. BEGIN TEXT; DEAR 
MR. PRIME MINISTER: THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER OP 
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JUNE 21 IN WHICH YOU REVIEWED THE MOST RECENT DISCUSSIONS 
BETWEEN THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE WESTERN MEMBERS 
OP THE SECURITY COUNCIL AND YOUR GOVERNMENT ON THE 
QUESTION OP NAMIBIA. I FOUND YOUR COMMENTS VERY USEPUL 
REGARDING THE SOUTH APRICAN VIEWPOINT ON WHAT HAS BEEN 
ACCOMPLISHED TO DATE IN THESE CONSULTATIONS. 
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2. I BELIEVE THESE DISCUSSIONS HAVE RESULTED IN 
ADDITIONAL IMPORTANT STEPS BEING TAKEN TOWARD AN INTER- 
NATIONALLY ACCEPTABLE SETTLEMENT OE THE LONG-STANDING 
NAMIBIAN PROBLEM ON THE BASIS OF SECURITY COUNCIL 
RESOLUTION 385. YOUR GOVERNMENT'S FORTHCOMING RESPONSE 
HAS BEEN HELPFUL TO THIS END, AND I NOTE THE AFFIRMATIVE 
APPROACH YOU HAVE TAKEN UP TO NOW. 

3. HOWEVER, MUCH REMAINS TO BE DONE. WE BELIEVE THE 
EXERCISE OF RESTRAINT AND A SPIRIT OF COOPERATION ON THE 
PART OF ALL CONCERNED PARTIES HOLD REAL PROMISE OF 

BRINGING ABOUT A PEACEFUL TRANSFER OF POWER. WE WILL 
CONTINUE WORKING WITH OTHER WESTERN MEMBERS OF THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL MORE FULLY TO ENGAGE OTHER PARTIES 
WHO ARE DIRECTLY CONCERNED WITH NAMIBIAN INDEPENDENCE, 
INCLUDING THE UNITED NATIONS, IN ORDER TO MOVE THE 
PROCESS OF SETTLEMENT TO A SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION. 

4. THE STEPS TO BE TAKEN IN THE FUTURE MUST BE MADE 

WITH FULL ATTENTION TO MAINTAINING THE BROADEST POSSIBLE 
SUPPORT. IT IS THEREFORE PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT THAT 
THE DEFINITION OF THE DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF 
THE ADMINISTRATOR-GENERAL IS TAKEN WITH FULL CONSULTA- 
TION WITH THE WESTERN MEMBERS OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL 
AND THE UN SECRETARY GENERAL. 
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5. IF A SETTLEMENT ALONG THE LINES BEING EXPLORED IS 
ULTIMATELY AGREED UPON, THE ADMINISTRATOR-GENERAL AND 
THE UNITED NATIONS SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE WILL HAVE TO 
WORK TOGETHER AT ALL STAGES TO ENSURE THE FAIRNESS OF 
THE POLITICAL PROCESS FOR NAMIBIA. IT WOULD THEREFORE 

BE IMPORTANT THAT THEY BEGIN THEIR WORK AT THE SAME TIME. 

6. LOOKING AHEAD TO OUR CONTINUING EFFORTS TO ARRIVE 

AT A SETTLEMENT, I WANT TO EMPHASIZE TO YOU THE IMPORTANCE 
OF YOUR GOVERNMENT DRAWING UP A PLAN FOR A PHASED TRANSFER 
OF POWER IN NAMIBIA. SUCH A PROGRAM, WHICH WE ASK THAT 
YOU PROVIDE TO THE CONTACT GROUP, COULD SERVE TO ADVANCE 
THE PROSPECTS FOR AN INTERNATIONALLY ACCEPTABLE SETTLE- 
MENT. 

7. IN CLOSING, MR. PRIME MINISTER, I WANT TO EMPHASIZE 
TWO POINTS. MY GOVERNMENT WILL CONTINUE TO DO ITS BEST 
TO ENCOURAGE AN INTERNATIONALLY ACCEPTABLE SETTLEMENT 
OF THE NAMIBIAN QUESTION IN THE SHORTEST TIME POSSIBLE. 

YOU ARE TO BE COMMENDED FOR YOUR STATESMANSHIP IN BRINGING 
ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF A CONSTRUCTIVE SOLUTION TO THIS 
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LONG-STANDING PROBLEM. A CONTINUATION OF YOUR LEADERSHIP 
IN A POSITIVE DIRECTION WILL BE WELCOMED BY THE 
UNITED STATES. SINCERELY, JIMMY CARTER. END TEXT. 

8. SIGNED ORIGINAL WILL FOLLOW BY POUCH. VANCE 
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